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Front Cover Photo- From left to right: Joseph Ryan ‘17, SCC Principal 
Matthew Martinkovic ‘96, and Brendan Burtis ‘17.

Catholic Schools of Broome County Names
New President

Dr. Elizabeth Carter 
succeeds Richard Bucci as 
President of the CSBC. 
Richard Bucci retired 
on June 30 after serving 
several years as Principal 
at SCC and as President 
of the Catholic Schools of 
Broome County. 

Dr. Carter was Assistant 
Vice President of Student 

Development at Binghamton 
University, where she provided 
leadership for several departments 
within the Division of Student 
Affairs including; Career Services, 
International Student and Scholar 
Services, Services for Students with 

Disabilities, TRIO Programs and 
Veterans Services, Discovery and 
Residential Learning Centers and the 
Center for Civic Engagement.

Dr. Carter joined the University 
in 2001 and earned a Ph.D. in 
Human Development: Child 
and Family Studies from Syracuse 
University in 2006. She received 
a Master of Arts in Public Policy 
and Administration in 1988 and a 
B.S. in Psychology in 1977 from 
Binghamton University.

The Catholic Schools welcomes 
Dr. Carter as she begins her new 
journey. Many thanks to Mr. Bucci 
for his fortitude and commitment 
while serving the Catholic Schools. 

Kim Ehret SCC ‘96 joined the Catholic Schools of Broome County 
family on July 24 as the new Director of Institutional Advancement. 
She brings with her twelve years of development experience. She spent 
the past twelve years in Rochester, NY serving in 
various roles in the Division of Advancement at 
The College of Brockport. Prior to her departure, 
Kim was the Assistant Director of Donor Relations 
and Stewardship. She also earned both her Bach-
elor’s and Master’s from Brockport. Kim is excited 
to return to her alma mater. She looks forward to 
helping alumni reconnect, and to raising much 
needed support for the Catholic schools. If you 
have a question or would like to donate contact 
Kim at: kehret@syrdiocese.org

Alumna Named as 
New Director of Institutional Advancement
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2016 Jeep Raffle Winners
First prize winner of the 2016 Jeep 

Raffle was Mrs. Pauline LeStrange of 
Conklin, NY. In lieu of the Jeep, Mrs. 
LeStrange, opted to take the monetary 
amount of $15,000.

Second prize winner was Dan 
Harendza, CCHS Class of 1971, of 
Greene, NY. Mr. Harendza won $1,000.

Marty Ciccone of Endicott won the 
third prize of $500.

Congratulations to all our 2016 
winners, and thank you to all those who 
supported the Jeep Raffle by purchasing 
tickets and volunteering.

Mrs. Pauline LeStrange, first prize winner of 
the 2016 Car Raffle, pictured with Richard 

Bucci, immediate past president of the 
Broome County Catholic Schools.

Make a Gift to Catholic Schools
There are many ways to make a gift to Catholic Schools of Broome County.  We gratefully accept your gift, large or small, for both today’s expenses as well 

as our future sustainability.  All gifts are tax deductible as allowed by law.

Make a Gift  Today. Your gift will help secure and enrich programs at the four area schools, and allow children the chance to attend the schools with the 
help of tuition assistance.  You can designate your funds to a school, academic program, sports team and/or club.

Establish an Endowment for a Lifetime.  Make an investment with the Catholic Education Foundation that will pay dividends for a lifetime. The 
average return for your fund is approximately 5%. For example, a $10,000 endowment for tuition assistance would provide about $500 per year to a student 
in need every year in perpetuity.  

Name 
Address  City  State  Zip 
Home Phone  Work Phone   Email Address 

Amount of Contribution $    Make check payable to Catholic Schools of Broome County
Credit Card #   Exp Date  Security Code 
Name on Card   Signature  

 I would like to designate my donation to a specific school or program 
 I am interested in an endowment, estate planning or a similar investment in Catholic Schools

Online Donations: If you are interested in making a donation online,
please visit our website http://broomecatholicgiving.org and click on the DONATE TODAY button.

Please send your contribution to: Catholic Schools of Broome County Development Office
70 Seminary Avenue, Binghamton, NY  13905

For information call 607.348.0337, or email kehret@syrdiocese.org.

$
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Barbara (Wolf) Varrato, SCHS 1973 - is a 
Project Manager at Kennedy Space Center, 
Florida. Ms. Varrato works with NASA and 
the commercial space companies (Spacex, 
Blue Origin, etc.) supporting a multi-user 
spaceport and the execution of the next 
generation of space flight vehicles. 

David Higgins, SCHS 1979 – an art 
professor at Corning Community 
College is having a solo art show at 
Roberson Museum and Science Center.  
David’s newest exhibition titled, David 
Higgins: So Far, runs from August 4, 
2017 through January 7, 2018. For more 
information visit: https://www.roberson.org/
exhibits-events/the-exhibitions/david-higgins-so-far/

Lieutenant Michael Washington, 
SCC 2009 - was at Lockheed Martin 
in Owego to pick up the new MH60-R 
aircraft in July. He and his squadron then 
transferred the helicopter to Florida 
before deploying in April. Its primary 
mission will be for submarine warfare.
According to the Press and Sun Bulletin, 
Washington took a tour of Lockheed Martin 
when he was in high school, but says he 
never imagined making it this far. “I can 
certainly say this is not where I expected to 
be 8 years later, but I’ve been very fortunate 
the way it’s worked out,” Washington said. 
“I got a couple good breaks on the way, 
and now to be here for this pickup, it’s a 
hard chance to get.” Lockheed Martin in 
Owego has produced hundreds of these 
aircraft for 18 squadrons in the Navy.

Gabrielle (Slanina) Gallagher, SCC 
2002 - is the current Interim Director 
of Marketing and Communications 
for the National Catholic Education 
Association NCEA and editor-in-chief 
for their publication, Momentum.

Tice Lerner, SCC 2004 - Mr. Lerner’s 
late father, an amateur photographer 
worked in the press room of Newsday. 
This influence sparked his interest in 
photography from an early age. Despite 
his interest it was not until after high 
school that photography became a serious 
focus. When he is not applying himself in 
engineering, he can be found wandering 
through the communities in and around 

Binghamton, NY taking photographs. 
Having a strong science background and 
a fascination with the high magnification 
work of Lennart Nilsson, he started 
photographing insects. In the summer of 
2010, Mr. Lerner went out on a photo-shoot 
with a friend and fellow photographer doing 
street photography, his focus was forever 
changed. Over the next two years his time 
spent around the diverse individuals and 
communities of Binghamton, further fostered 
his specialized love for the documentary style. 
Mr. Lerner goes beyond the initial photograph 
by forging relationships with his subjects and 
adding depth of character to his body of work. 
When walking in town Mr. Lerner is often 
found conversing with prior subjects, many of 
whom will approach him with a hand shake. 
For Lerner, photography is a creative outlet that 
allows him to reconnect to the humanities.
For more information visit ticelerner@gmail.
com; http://www.ticelearner.com; email: 
tice@ticelerner.comT: 607.296.0026

Matt Tristan, SCC 2013 - attended St. 
John Fisher College. Matt will serve as 
Public Address Announcer (PA) at the 
Binghamton Bulldogs home games 
located at SCC starting in November. 

Jamie Farrell, SCC 2015, is pursuing a degree 
in Environmental Biology at Georgetown 
University. She recently joined efforts with 
a group of *Adventure Scientists collecting 
samples of Microplastics from the Potomac 
River in Washington, DC. Microplastics—or 
plastic particles smaller than five millimeters in 
size—likely pose a significant environmental 
and human health risk when they enter our 
waterways. Pollutants including pesticides 
and manufacturing chemicals can adhere 
to the particles and then bioaccumulate in 
aquatic life. Microplastics have been shown 
to affect feeding behavior and predator 
avoidance and to interact with other 
pollutants to affect cell function in fish. They 
are also able to move from the digestive 
tract of organisms into the bloodstream.
Jamie is currently working on a project related 
to microfiber pollution that grew out of a 
class she took called Science & Society: Global 
Challenges. Because the microfibers originate 
from the washing of synthetic clothes, she and 
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REUNIONS

two other students are creating an 
in-wash laundry bag that you wash 
synthetic clothes in that catches 
the microfibers (it’s called the 
Fiber Filter). The team is hoping to 
finish prototyping it soon so they 
can make it in bulk and get it into 
peoples’ washing machines. At the 
same time, their goal is to grow 
their organization into one of the 
major advocates for the issue, both 
through their website, partnerships 
with other environmental 
groups, and social media. 
*Adventure Scientists- Affiliated with 
National Geographic, the group 
mobilizes the outdoor community 
to gather and share scientific data, 
driving conservation around the 
world. For more information visit: 
www.adventurescientists.org/
indexhtml. When Jamie’s team 

Back Row: 
Mgs. Lawler, Bob Ryan, 
Alex McPherson, 
Fr. McLaughlin
Second Row: 
Helen Rose, Elizabeth 
DeLaney
First Row: 
Mary Cooper, Sara 
Brennan (grandmother 
of Kathy Freize), Anna 
Mae McManus

St. Patrick’s Class of 1913
Photo provided by Kathy Freize, grandaughter of alumna Sara Brennan

CCHS 1967- 50th Reunion:  Think 
back to the fall of 1963 and the 
excitement of starting high school 
on a new campus built just for us! 
As the first freshman class of CCHS, 
we forged new traditions and set 
standards for the years to come. 
Those four years flew by, and after 
graduation, we quickly scattered in 
our own directions. 
Fast forward 50 years to September 
29 – October 1, 2017, for a 
chance to recapture a moment in 
time when CCHS was the place 
where we started our journey to 
adulthood. The reunion committee 
has put together an entertaining 
weekend including various talents 
involving our fellow classmates.
As a warm-up to 2017, take a 
moment to share a favorite high 
school memory with us (and 
look for them in future mailings). 
If you have any high school 
memorabilia, please bring it to the 
event for display. And if you are in 
contact with any classmates who 

may not receive the newsletter, 
please keep them informed or 
send any information to Debbie 
Grassi at dgrassi1@yahoo.com, 
Kathy Zelesnikar Newberry at 
knewberry@stny.rr.com, or to 
Kim Ehret in the Alumni Office at 
kehret@syrdiocese.org. FB page: 
“Binghamton Catholic Central 
Crusaders 1967”. 

SCHS 1967- 50th Reunion, 
October 6-8: The three day event 
will begin with a “Getting to Re-
know You” gathering at Kelly’s on 
Page Ave in Endicott. The evening 
will include some great food, ‘60s 
music, Seton 1963-1967 Trivia, 
and lots of chatting and laughing. 
There might even be some (gag) 
prizes awarded! Saturday will give 
us opportunities to enjoy more 
activities with options to play golf, 
go on a wine tour in the Finger 
Lakes, or a brewery tour in town, 
go bowling, tour our old high 
school (which is now a Pre-K and 
elementary school), and attend 

Mass together at St. Ambrose 
Church. After Mass we will share 
an informal but fabulous meal 
at The Riverdale on Watson Blvd. 
in Endwell. Before parting ways, 
we will have breakfast at a place 
to be determined. Since this is 
our 50th Reunion, we want to 
make it as memorable as our four 
years together at Seton. The total 
cost of the weekend will be only 
$50.00, with Saturday activities 
and Sunday breakfast ala carte. 
For more information, contact 
Terrie Schlitsey at 607.797.8677 or 
terschlit@gmail.com.

Reunions Continued on page 6

Correction: In the fall 2016 
newsletter in the Senior-Relative 
Pictorial Project Heidi (Nye) 
Tiderencel  graduated in from SCC 
in 1987 and her father-in-law 
Joseph Tiderencel graduated in from 
SCHS in 1963. 

wrote a blog post for Adventure 
Scientists, it was uploaded to National 
Geographic’s blog Explorer’s Journal. 

To contact Jamie’s team and find 
out more information about their 
website email jtf40@george.edu
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reunions continued

CCHS 1968 - 50th Reunion: August 
3, 4 and 5, 2018! Save the dates. 
Details to follow. Contact Bob 
McCabe at mccabe4@gmail.com or 
by phone at, 607.797.4172. 
CCHS 1969 - 50th Reunion: Do 
you have a clever idea for our 
50th class reunion? Can you help 
with the organizational details 
needed for our reunion in 2019? A 
50th reunion committee is being 
formed and we need your help. 
Email Patti O’Connor-Allen at 
poconnorallen@gmail.com if you 
are interested. 
Our class has a Face book page!!! 
A large group of us have joined 
and we share memories, photos, 
videos and updates. It is important 
that we stay connected. If you are a 
Facebook user, please join us, search 
“CCHS Class of 1969, Binghamton, 
NY”. When the page comes up, click 
on the JOIN button. Soon you will 
be able to read, like, and share with 
the present members. Hope to hear 
from you soon! 
 CCHS 1972 - 45th Reunion: Ice 
Breaker, Friday, September 29, 
2017 at the Old Union Hotel at 
6:00 p.m.. Saturday, September 
30, reunion Mass at St. Vincent De 
Paul/Blessed Sacrament at 4:00 
p.m., and the main event will be 
held at The Relief Pitcher from 
6:00 - 10:00 p.m.. Contact Rich 
Bucci at rabucci44@yahoo.com or 
607.743.0293 for more information.
SCC 2007 - 10th Reunion - Friday, 
November 24- Icebreaker; Saturday, 
November 25- Tour and Dance 
(possibly a dinner, too.) Stay tuned 
for details! 

Reflections of the Seton Catholic High School Class of 1972 Reunion: 
The reunion was held the weekend of July 7, 2017. Over 40 people 
participated in the event. A golf tournament was held Friday at Enjoie Golf 
Course followed by a mixer at Kelly’s Bar. Saturday, there was a tour of our 
the class’s old stomping grounds at 1112 Broad Street and an evening 
dinner at Vestal Elks. Wonderful old memories were shared and new ones 
made. The class is looking forward to their 50 year reunion! The SCHS Class 
of 1972 gave a generous donation toward high school programs at SCC 
following the reunion.

Catholic Central High School’s 50th Reunion Sept 2016

retirement
Richard A. Bucci, SCHS 1972, former  SCC Principal from  2011-2015 has 
retired from his most recent postion as President of Catholic Schools of 
Broome County President from 2011 - 2017.
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In Memoriam
St. Patrick’s Academy

Robert W. Johnson, 1942
Mary A. (Fitzpatrick) Forster, 1948

Mary G. (Giblin) Tirrell, 1948
Maryanne R. Davitt, 1958

Regina E. (Bowen) Payette, 1959
Ellen A. (Walsh) McManus, 1962

Rose (Hamilton) Wood, 1962
St. Paul’s High School
D. Edwin Lyons, 1946

Rita (Cuillerier) Bitner, 1947
Seton Catholic High School, Endicott

Thomas F. Hardie, 1959
Diane M. (Lloyd) Mosher, 1961

Richard R. Stoner, 1961
Patricia (Sbarra) Vasisko, 1961

Catherine (“Cathy”) R. Hancock, 1963

Catholic Central High School
Ann Maria T. (Lesko) Furman, 1966

Karen A. McMahon, 1966
Edward M. Sheehan, 1966

John E. Welch, 1966
Kathryn (Michalak) Ryder, 1971

Michael E. Juraska, 1974
Christopher V. McDonald, 1975

Seton Catholic Central 
Michael J. Cummings, 1978

Faculty/Staff
Mr. James Wheeler, 
SCC and SCHS  

Music Departments,  
and was a student at SCHS

Donald Charles Webb, 
Coach Seton Catholic High School

Patricia Ellis, 
CCHS Faculty;  

5-0+ Committee member; 
served on the Catholic School Board 

of Broome County; 
SCCHS Hall of Fame award recipient 

for her loyalty and generosity.

This year’s recipient of the former Mirabito Excel-
lence in Teaching Award, renamed the Richard 
A. Bucci Excellence in Teaching Award is Mrs. 

Catherine A. (Moran) Hoeflein, Seton Endicott 1975. A 
sum of $5,000 and a plaque was gifted to Mrs. Hoeflein at 
the annual Green Tie Dinner for her dynamic twenty years 
of service to the Catholic Schools of Broome County. She 
also served in the Rochester Diocese for five years. Mrs. 
Hoeflein is a graduate of St. Bonaventure University.

Mrs. Hoeflein most recently taught fifth and sixth 
grade Math and Social Studies at All Saints Catholic 
School, located on the grounds of the former Seton High 
School. Her sons Chris and Dan and her daughter-in-law 
Megan (Giblin) Hoeflein are graduates of SCC. Her hus-
band Michael is also an alumnus of Seton Catholic High 
1975.

“I would like to say how honored I was to have received 
this award and that you could not find a better group of 
students, parents and faculty that I have been so privileged 
to have worked with.” Mrs. Hoeflein retired in June.

The Mirabito Excellence in Teaching Award was 
renamed the night of the event to Richard A. Bucci 
Excellence in Teaching Award because of Richard Bucci’s 
successful run as Principal of SCC and President of the 
Catholic Schools. Mr. Bucci retired in June 2017. Bishop 
Robert J. Cunningham and Mr. William Crist, Superin-
tendent for the Diocese of Syracuse were in attendance to 
honor Mr. Bucci and Mrs. Heoflein’s accomplishments.

Mirabito Excellence in Teaching Award Renamed

All Saints Teacher and Alumna Receives Award

Mrs. Catherine Hoeflein recipient of the Richard A. Bucci Excellence 
in Teaching Award stands beside Richard Bucci 2017 for whom the 
award was renamed. 



8

T H E  T R A D I T I O N  C O N T I N U E S
Presenting members of the Class of 2017 whose parents and/or grandparents graduated from the Catholic Schools of Broome Country

Aaron Topencik 
SCC 2016

Diane (Rehak) Topencik 
St. Paul’s HS 1959

Mary (Taugher) Kane 
SCC 1981

8

Brendan Burtis 
SCC 2017

Thomas D. Carter 
SCHS 1970

Nicole Carter 
SCC 2017

Remy Farrell 
SCC 2017 1944

Michael A. Farrell 
SCC 1979

Michael A. Fauci 
SCC 1979

Murphy Fauci 
SCC 2017

Liam Kane 
SCC 2017

Thomas M.  Kane 
SCC 1977

John R. Powell 
CCHS 1976 
Salutatorian

Daniel Powell 
SCC 2017 

Salutatorian
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T H E  T R A D I T I O N  C O N T I N U E S
Presenting members of the Class of 2017 whose parents and/or grandparents graduated from the Catholic Schools of Broome Country

Eleanor (Taugher) Kane 
St. Patrick’s Acad. 1943

Mary (Taugher) Kane 
SCC 1981

Frances (MaNerney) Kane 
St. Patrick’s Acad. 1941

9

Jean M. (Foley) Burtis 
St. Patrick’s Acad. 1954

Luciano DeAngelo 
SCC 2017

Jan J. DeAngelo 
SCC 1982

Arlene (Nannery) Dobrzynski 
SCC 1980

Jacob Dobrzynski 
SCC 2017

Michael A. Farrell 
SCC 1979

Marlyn (Murray)  Farrell 
St. Patrick’s Acad. 1954

Lori (Waters) Will 
SCC 1987

Shayna Will 
SCC 2017
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Choir Paritcipates in DC Festival

SCC Girls Basketball Team Dunks Two Major Wins
Coach and Player Honored

Congratulations to the Seton Catholic Central Men’s 
Concert Choir, for their participation in the Worldstrides 
Heritage On- Stage Festival in Washington, D.C., April 
27-30, 2017.The 15-voice choir was adjudicated by three 
university choral professors from across the country. They 
received written and recorded comments and were given 
the highest grade awarded in their category. The judges 
awarded Matthew Goodheart, tenor, a Maestro Award for 
exceptional singing, sensitivity and musicianship for his solo 
in “Go Down Moses”.

Trip highlights in addition to the vocal competition 
included a trip to Arlington National Cemetery including 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier Ceremony, the FDR 
Monument, Martin Luther King Monument, Smithsonian: 
Air & Space Museum, Holocaust Museum, Natural History 
Museum, the Capitol Building Tour (including House 
Chambers), Supreme Court Building, a Nationals Baseball 
Game, and dinner at The Liberty Tavern owned by Seton 
alumni, Steve and Mark Fedorchak.

The Concert Choir is under the direction of Jean 
Goodheart.

The SCC Mock Trial Team is the 2017 county and 
regional champions. The team also advanced to the 
state finals. Dave Jones, SCC 2001, acted as teacher/
coach, and Elizabeth Monachino, SCC 2007 attorney/
coach. Mr. Jones teaches AP World History and Latin 
at SCC. Elizabeth practices at the Law Offices of 
Levene, Gouldin and Thompson. Congratulations to 
the team and its coaches!

Following a 28-win season highlighted by Class B 
State and Federation Girls Basketball Championships, 
Seton Catholic Central’s Colleen (Doyle) Jayne (SCC 
1988) was named USA TODAY‘s, Coach of the Year in 
New York.

2017 senior Lexi Levy, the SCC Girls Basketball 
team’s lone senior starter, was named Elite 10 Player of 
the Year. Lexi, who now attends George Washington 
University, averaged nearly 19 points a game, for an SCC 
squad that ended the season with 26 successive victories.

Congratulations to all!

Seton Choir Reaches for the Stars 
Seton Catholic Central swing choir under the direction of Mr. Jan DeAngelo, SCC ’82, journeyed to NYC 

in the spring for performance workshops and to compete in the Big Apple Music Fest Choral Competition. The 
students attended a Paramour Musical Workshop followed by a Master’s class with Broadway vocal coach, Doug 
Jabara. Mr. Jabara has coached and currently coaches young performers on Broadway including performers in Les 
Miserables and Finding Neverland. 

The group competed at Staten Island’s College of Performing Arts. All SCC choirs received first place among 
seven schools. The Swing, Men’s and Women’s choirs won gold (above a certain point level), and the Mixed choir 
won silver. During their visit, the choirs toured Radio City Music Hall, saw two Broadway plays and attended 
Mass at St. Patrick’s Cathedral. 

Picture right: Seton Catholic Central Girls Basketball team don 
medals for winning the Federation Tournament of Champions 

Class B title in March 2017 in Glens Falls. Lexi Levy (center) earned 
the Class B Tournament MVP.

Mock Trial Wins in Court
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SCC won the Mathlete Regionals compe-
tition and qualified for State competition.

Above the SCC History Club 
doing Pickett’s charge. 
Left, Father Corby was 
the chaplain of the Irish 
Brigade. After the war 
Corby was president of 
Notre Dame University 
and when he died 
members of the Brigade 
acted as pallbearers at 
his funeral.  The headlines 
read “Fighting Irish bury 
their chaplain” so the 
name stuck. 

M r. Paul Sheredy, St. 
Patrick’s Academy, 
Class of 1947, recently 

donated a two foot statue of Saint 
Kateri Tekakwitha to SCC. It will 
be located in the chapel along with 
a one foot statue of the saint to 
be placed in the SCC library. The 
taller of the two statues was donated 
in honor of the Girls Basketball 
team. Mr. Sheredy, the grandfather 
of former SCC basketball player 
Emily Gibson, SCC 2015, has 
continued to be a Saints fan at the 
Girls basketball games, and says 
the girls on the team have brought 
so much joy into his life. He gave 

them all necklaces of Our Lady of 
the Miraculous Medal and St. Kateri 
Tekakwitha last year.

The second statue will be 
accompanied by a framed photo of 
the late, Dr. John Colligan, former 
superintendent of the Catholic 
Schools of Broome County, who 
also served as the interim Principal 
at SCC. Dr. Colligan’s first diagnosis 
of cancer was claimed to be cured 
through the intercession of St. 
Kateri. 

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha given 
the name Tekakwitha, baptized as 
Catherine and informally known as 
Lily of the Mohawks (1656 –1680), 

is a Roman Catholic saint who was 
an Algonquin–Mohawk laywoman. 
Born in the Mohawk village of 
Ossernenon, on the south side of 
the Mohawk River, she contracted 
smallpox in an epidemic; her family 
died and her face was scarred. She 
converted to Roman Catholicism at 
age nineteen, when she was renamed 
Kateri, baptized in honor of Saint 
Catherine of Siena. Refusing to 
marry, she left her village and moved 
for the remaining 5 years of her 
life to the Jesuit mission village of 
Kahnawake, south of Montreal in 
New France, now Canada.

Students from SCC participated in the 
Greater Binghamton Scholastic Challenge, 
created to encourage high school students 
to develop ideas in business that directly 
impact our community. Students write 
comprehensive business plans and 
present their ideas to a panel of business 
professionals at the final event (a lot 
like Shark Tank, the critically acclaimed 
and Emmy-winning business-themed 
reality show, which has reinvigorated 
entrepreneurship in America). All 
participants of the Scholastic Challenge 
have the opportunity to win scholarship 
money and/or internship opportunities

A Saint for the SAINTS!

History Club Goes to Gettysburg

SCC seniors Christine Fang and Daniel 
Powell represented SCC in the National 
Chemistry Olympiad competition. 
They placed 4th and 5th in the local 
competition.
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Students discuss and build Robots using NXT Legos for local competitions. This entails the use of the 
students’ science, technology, engineering and mathematics skills as they explore the universe and the world 
of robots! Mrs. Diana Simpson is the moderator for the club.

It’s Elementary Dear Watson!
The Pre-Engineering course at SCC will be offered in the 

fall at the three elementary schools. Teachers will be attend-
ing classes at RIT during the summer months in preparation 
of the added curriculum. 

St. John the Evangelist School’s OM team 
won 1st place at the New York State *Odyssey of 
the Mind Competition, Division One, Problem 
One. As a result of the win, the team of seven 
made up of students from grades one through 
five were invited to the WORLD FINALS at 
Michigan State University where over 825 teams 
competed from across the globe, the U.S. and 
more than twenty other nations. St. John’s came 
in 23rd out of 43 teams participating in their 
division, a great showing for such a young team. 
Congratulations to the team and their coaches!

*Odyssey of the Mind is an international 
educational program whose mission is to pro-
vide creative problem solving opportunities for 
students. The competition emphasizes critical 
thinking and teamwork to solve students’ open-
ended problems whose solutions are brought to 
life in a performance

St. John’s Odyssey of the Mind Team Rules! 
WORLD FINALS CONTENDER

Robotics Club

12
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ALL AINTS

From upper left corner, clockwise: Grade 
six graduates are headed for SCC, Fr. 
O’Connor celebrates Mass, Mandarin 
students experience Mandarin food 
tasting with Miss Yan, Father’s Day 
Celebration, Seussical the Musical 
presented by the sixth grade students, 
and literacy and baseball during visit 
from Rumble Ponies, formerly known as 
the Binghamton Mets.

13
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Johnson City, NY
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St   James held its first ever 
“Festival of Learning” on 
Friday, May 19th. Students 

were given the option to participate, 
and asked to select a topic of their 
choice for their project. Most students 
elected to work on their own, but a 
couple of projects were completed by 
teams of students. The festival was well 
attended by families and friends, and 
school staff. Some of the students gave 
demonstrations of their projects, while 
others challenged attendees to quiz 
them on the information they learned.

St James began implementing the Project Lead 
the Way Launch Program (PLTW) curriculum 
this year. PLTW Launch is an inspiring, en-

gaging, and empowering program that brings learning to 
life. “The program empowers students to adopt a design-
thinking mindset through compelling activities, projects, 
and problems that build upon each other and relate to the 
world around them. And as students engage in hands-on 
activities in computer science, engineering, and biomedi-
cal science, they become cre-
ative, collaborative problem 
solvers ready to take on any 
challenge.” https://www.pltw.
org/our-programs/pltw-launch

Teachers attended train-
ing over the summer and 
during the year in order to 
teach the modules to their 
students.

On May 3rd, the 
6th grade and 
kindergarten 

students worked together 
to hold a prayer service 
in honor of our Blessed 
Mother. Mary was 
crowned by the 6th grade 
class, and the kindergarten 
students each placed a 
carnation at Mary’s feet 
during the service.

Kindergartener, Derek McFiggins, was very excited to share 
his knowledge of the Solar System.

IMG_7175.JPG - 6th grader, Rita DeMars, hands out 
samples of fresh-popped popcorn while explaining all 
about corn kernels and the history behind them.

 Family, friends, and staff gather at the school on a 
Friday night to celebrate the first ever Festival of Learn-
ing at St. James.

4th grader, Emma Nagorny, gives Mrs. Suzy Kitchen a sum-
mary of her research on the Challenger Spacecraft Disaster 
while a fellow student studies her display board.

Above, Molly D. shows off her 
beanstalk that can support a ‘giant’. 
Left, students working on PLTW 
Launch: 1st grade works diligently to 
create a beanstalk using principles 
of structure and function.

Left, Crowned Blessed Mother.  Below,  
Kindergarten class (after placing flowers 
at Mary’s feet)
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Mr. James Wheeler, beloved teacher and retiree, 
passed away suddenly in April 2017. He left a legacy 
and a love and appreciation of music that he strove to 
share with those who entered his classroom… from 
modern day music to the classics. “No matter what our 
level of aptitude, he gave his confidence and inspired our 
dreams”, said alumna Brigitte Horner Harvey, who was 
in Mr. Wheeler’s first class at SCC. 

Mr. Wheeler developed the instrumental programs 
at Seton, conducted the stage band, started a pep band, 
chamber group, and later conducted the seventh and 
eighth grade orchestra. He always strived to make learn-
ing music fun. 

As a young man, he attended Union Endicott High 
School and Seton Catholic High in Endicott then relo-
cated to Florida with his family. Mr. Wheeler returned to 
the area to teach at Seton Catholic High, Endicott, then 
at Seton Catholic Central, Binghamton.

A special tee shirt was created to memorialize Mr. 
Wheeler, bearing his image on the front with the mes-
sage, Keep on Wheelin. Emblazoned on the back of the 
shirt is the, Seton Rocks logo. Sales benefit the James B. 
Wheeler Memorial Scholarship, established at SCC in 
Mr. Wheeler’s name. Those who would like to donate to 
the fund, please make checks made payable to: James B. 
Wheeler Memorial Scholarship Fund and mail to: Seton 
Catholic Central, 70 Seminary Avenue; Binghamton, 
NY 13905 Attention: Mrs. Sonya Rundell.  

The SCC spring concert’s musical tribute to the 

Beatles was dedicated in Mr. Wheeler’s memory. Mr. 
Wheeler’s famous quotes, sayings, and jokes were read 
by his former students in between performances. A 
special power point presentation created by Christian 
(Kit) Kolpakas, SCC 2008, (Mr. Wheeler’s successor and 
former student) was presented at the concert as the song 
“You’ve Got a Friend” played. Photos of Mr. Wheeler’s 
career and his students’ reflections flashed on the screen. 
The production was repeated at the Ascension Thursday 
Mass at SCC. During Mass, three students spoke about 
how Mr. Wheeler touched their lives claiming they were 
better people because of his influence. One alumna 
reported, “Mr. Wheeler had a lasting impact on me and 
countless others, I will always be grateful to have been 
one of his students”.

The student band played such songs as My Sweet 
Lord, Knockin’ on Heaven’s Door, Tears in Heaven and 
the recessional, Birdland. It was a beautiful tribute to a 
man who gave his heart and his love of music to others.

Please see article in the Binghamton Press: “Music 
Teacher, 65, left legacy at Seton” (5/14/17).

Knockin’ on Heaven’s Door:
Mr. Wheeler Leaves a Legacy
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The

169 Year Tradition... 
The Catholic Schools of Broome County provide a program of academic excellence from early childhood through 
grade 12 in a Christ-centered environment that emphasizes Christian love, respect and discipline. Through education, 
service and celebrations of Faith, we provide our students with an intellectual and moral foundation to become lifelong 
learners who are both compassionate individuals and responsible citizens of our society.

100% 2017 graduation rate
100% of our graduates attend college
Tuition assistance available
New York State curriculum
Students routinely exceed state averages on test scores
Project Lead the Way Pre-Engineering curriculum
Faith-based environment
Music, drama and art programs
SCC Concert Choir
Serving all socioeconomic and religious affiliations 
Modified, junior varsity, and varsity athletics

16 Advanced Placement courses at SCC
State certified teachers
Small student-to-teacher ratio
Before and after school programs
Extracurricular activities
Busing available by district
Community service projects
Integrated technology
Special Education services
Regents and Middle States accredited

 Considering a Catholic education? Call for more information, 607.748.7423 ext. 3
 The Catholic Schools of Broome County

All Saints Catholic School  St. James School  St. John the Evangelist School
Seton Catholic Central Junior and Senior High School


